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11216500 NORTH FORK KINGS RIVER ABOVE DINKEY CREEK, AT BALCH CAMP, CA
Tulare Lake Basin 

LOCATION (REVISED).--Lat 36°54′12″, long 119°07′14″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SE ¼ NE ¼ sec.10, T.12 S., R.26 E., Fresno County, 
Hydrologic Unit 18030010, Sierra National Forest, on left bank, 25 ft downstream from bridge at Balch Camp, 200 ft upstream from Dinkey Creek, and 
9.3 mi east of Trimmer. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--250 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--October 1919 to September 1930 (published as "above Dinkey Creek"), March 1960 to current year. Records for water year 1920 
incomplete; yearly estimate and monthly discharge only for some months, published in WSP 1315-A. 
WATER TEMPERATURE: Water years 1967-79. 

REVISED RECORDS.--WSP 1930: Drainage area. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder and Cipolletti weir since May 9, 1988. Elevation of gage is 1,240 ft above NGVD of 1929, from river-profile map. October 
1919 to Sept. 30, 1930, and Mar. 24, 1960, to Apr. 14, 1966, at site 100 ft downstream at different datum. Concrete control Apr. 15, 1966, to May 9, 
1988. 

REMARKS.--Flow regulated by Courtright Reservoir (station 11214550), Wishon Reservoir (station 11214800), and Balch Diversion Reservoir (station 
11216100); Balch Afterbay, capacity, 318 acre-ft; and Haas and Balch Powerplants. Water is diverted from Balch Afterbay to Kings River Powerplant, 
beginning Mar. 1, 1962. See schematic diagram of Kings River Basin. 

COOPERATION.--Records were provided by Pacific Gas and Electric Co., under general supervision of the U.S. Geological Survey, in connection with 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission project nos. 175 and 1988. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--(Prior to regulation by Wishon and Courtright Reservoirs) Maximum discharge, 6,080 ft³/s, June 4, 1922, gage 
height, 12.18 ft, site and datum then in use; minimum, 4.0 ft³/s, Aug. 29 to Sept. 1, 1924. Since water year 1960: Maximum discharge, 14,000 ft³/s, 
Feb. 1, 1963, gage height, 13.24 ft, site and datum then in use, backwater from Dinkey Creek, from rating curve extended above 890 ft³/s; minimum 
daily, 0.30 ft³/s, Nov. 3, 1964. 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=11216500
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 21 22 17 20 19 19 18 145 642 659 21 21 
2 21 22 16 18 19 19 18 178 672 739 21 21 
3 20 22 16 18 18 19 18 257 632 669 21 21 
4 21 21 17 19 18 19 18 305 583 607 21 21 
5 20 21 16 18 18 19 18 544 568 603 21 21 

6 21 22 16 18 18 19 18 446 509 519 21 21 
7 21 22 18 19 18 19 18 327 545 325 21 21 
8 21 22 17 29 18 18 42 288 1,120 130 21 21 
9 20 21 17 594 18 18 35 756 1,190 109 21 21 

10 21 21 17 733 18 19 47 462 1,090 93 21 21 

11 21 22 17 805 18 19 34 334 1,170 84 21 21 
12 21 20 17 453 18 18 17 291 1,180 79 21 21 
13 21 17 17 459 18 18 17 365 1,250 70 21 21 
14 21 16 16 565 18 18 17 456 1,230 91 21 21 
15 20 17 16 187 18 18 22 574 1,110 53 21 21 

16 20 17 16 347 18 18 41 1,110 875 39 21 21 
17 21 17 17 504 18 18 146 686 839 35 21 21 
18 21 17 16 531 19 18 187 526 825 30 21 21 
19 22 16 16 470 19 19 163 662 786 28 21 21 
20 21 16 16 670 22 19 176 699 798 26 21 21 

21 21 16 17 463 21 18 185 669 812 25 21 21 
22 21 16 17 201 21 191 203 690 811 24 21 21 
23 21 16 17 359 20 131 184 751 799 23 21 21 
24 21 17 16 536 20 72 191 719 761 22 21 21 
25 21 16 16 526 19 57 157 796 748 22 21 21 

26 22 16 16 530 19 33 64 818 726 21 21 21 
27 22 16 16 494 19 20 318 812 699 21 21 21 
28 21 17 17 279 20 21 214 788 652 21 21 21 
29 21 16 17 27 --- 20 121 721 653 21 21 21 
30 22 16 19 19 --- 19 121 641 697 21 21 21 
31 22 --- 32 19 --- 19 --- 665 --- 21 21 --- 

Total 651 553 531 9,930 527 972 2,828 17,481 24,972 5,230 651 630 
Mean 21.0 18.4 17.1 320 18.8 31.4 94.3 564 832 169 21.0 21.0 
Max 22 22 32 805 22 191 318 1,110 1,250 739 21 21 
Min 20 16 16 18 18 18 17 145 509 21 21 21 
Ac-ft 1,290 1,100 1,050 19,700 1,050 1,930 5,610 34,670 49,530 10,370 1,290 1,250 

 

STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1920 - 1930, BY WATER YEAR (WY) 

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 25.2 69.3 65.4 66.4 132 280 779 1,877 1,136 164 29.0 15.3 
Max 52.1 225 130 111 397 498 1,434 3,040 3,200 472 73.8 41.2 
(WY) (1921) (1928) (1923) (1923) (1927) (1921) (1926) (1922) (1922) (1922) (1922) (1923) 
Min 10.0 11.2 18.7 24.1 42.2 54.6 389 552 42.2 9.50 5.40 5.09
(WY) (1922) (1922) (1930) (1926) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1924) (1924) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Water Years 1920 - 1930 

Annual mean  387   
Highest annual mean  646 1922  
Lowest annual mean  102 1924  
Highest daily mean  4,890 Jun   4, 1922  
Lowest daily mean  4.0 Aug 29, 1924  
Annual seven-day minimum  4.2 Aug 28, 1924  
Maximum peak flow  6,080 Jun   4, 1922  
Maximum peak stage  12.18 Jun   4, 1922  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  280,500   
10 percent exceeds  1,300   
50 percent exceeds  74   
90 percent exceeds  11   

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1960 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 18.0 20.7 25.5 70.6 47.4 42.7 64.8 209 307 160 42.9 27.2 
Max 60.5 92.3 332 499 239 405 490 1,838 2,042 1,176 822 331 
(WY) (1962) (1962) (1967) (1997) (1962) (1986) (1986) (1969) (1983) (1967) (1960) (1960) 
Min 5.80 5.42 5.87 8.07 7.32 7.29 7.18 4.54 6.81 7.34 8.86 8.72
(WY) (1978) (1978) (1978) (1977) (1964) (1971) (1971) (1977) (1977) (1968) (1976) (1964) 

 

SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1960 - 2005 

Annual total  17,893    64,956    
Annual mean  48.9    178    83.7   
Highest annual mean    406 1983  
Lowest annual mean    8.47 1977  
Highest daily mean  706 Jan 27   1,250 Jun 13   7,680 Dec   6, 1966  
Lowest daily mean  16 Feb 11   16 Nov 14   0.30 Nov   3, 1964  
Annual seven-day minimum  16 Apr   8   16 Nov 19   4.3 May 30, 1977  
Maximum peak flow   2,210 May 16   14,000 Feb   1, 1963  
Maximum peak stage   4.41 May 16   13.24 Feb   1, 1963  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  35,490    128,800    60,610   
10 percent exceeds  22    678    154   
50 percent exceeds  19    21    17   
90 percent exceeds  16    17    8.7   
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